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EARLY MESOPOTAMIA 

Civilization, defined by writing, urban settlement, and state institutions appears to have developed first in 
southern Mesopotamia c. 3000 BC. At first the Sumerian city-states appear to have been at least effectively 
independent of each other, though the contemporary status attached to the title “king of Kis,” which was later 
used to claim regional or even universal rule, suggests that at least on occasion certain city states came to exercise 
a hegemony over their rivals. At least 50 city states recognized the hegemony of Lugal-zage-si of Umma and 
Uruk, when he was defeated by Sarru-kin of Akkad in the 14 th century BC. Sarru-kin and his successors, 
especially his grandson Naram-Sin (who claimed divine status), extended Akkadian rule (and Sumero-Akkadian 
civilization) throughout most of the Fertile Crescent, and at least in principle envisioned direct control exercised 
through royally-appointed governors. 

Centrifugal fources and the invasion of the Gutians eventually had the best of the Akkadian Empire, but 
independence and a semblance of unity were brought back to southern Mesopotamia under the Third Dynasty 
of Ur, and Sulgi (who claimed divine status like Naram-Sin before him) left behind not only an impressive 
record as a conqueror, but also the early and relatively humane law code traditionally attributed to his father Ur- 
Namma. This state too eventually gave way to centrifugal forces, perhaps aided by the infiltration of 
Mesopotamia by semi-nomadic Amorites from the west. The knockout blow was delivered by the Elamites, and 
the succeeding First Dynasty of Isin failed to replace Ur as the effective overlord of southern and central 
Mesopotamia. Instead, largely Amorite-ruled principalities sprung up at Larsa, Babylon, Mari, and other cities, 
dividing Mesopotamia into rival regional states. 

In the 18 th century BC Larsa conquered Isin, only to be conquered by Babylon three decades later. The 
Babylonian king Hammu-rapi also asserted his rule over Esnunna and Mari, foreshadowing Babylon’s position as 
the capital of central and southern Mesopotamia (hence, Babylonia). But in spite of his long reign, victories and 
a famous law code, Hammu-rapi’s political legacy was ephemeral. Regional fragmentation ensued in the 17 th 
century BC and Babylon was sacked by the Hittite king Mursili I a century and a half after Hammu-rapi’s death. 
The Kassites, who had already begun to take over Mesopotamia, now took over Babylon and gradually brought 
all of Babylonia under their rule. Their long and economically prosperous rule seems to have ensured the 
survival of a sort of common political and cultural identity for centuries to come, even under weak kings, foreign 
invasions, and Aramaean infiltration. By then the Kassite Dynasty had been destroyed by Assyrian and Elamite 
aggression by c. 1150 BC, but Babylonia retained its independence under the succeeding Second Dynasty of Isin. 
It was only in 813—811 BC that Assyrian military supremacy was clearly manifested in the successive 
dethronement of two Babylonian kings, foreshadowing a longer period of Assyrian direct and indirect 
domination starting in the mid-8 th century BC. 

The minor city state of Assur was at first a dependency of the Third Dynasty of Ur, but later prospered by 
establishing an extensive commercial network extending far into Anatolia. By the 1 8 th century BC, it had 
become part of the larger kingdom of the Amorite prince Samsi-Adad I, whose control of Upper Mesopotamia 
foreshadowed the central provinces of the future Assyrian Empire. The fall of Samsi-Adad’s dynasty at Assur is 
chronologically and historically unclear, which makes it impossible to establish a secure Assyrian chronology 
prior to 1671 BC. 

The Sumerian Kinglist, composed no later than the First Dynasty of Isin, represents a series of city states 
ruling the area seemingly in succession. However, even the kinglist and the literary traditions betray the fact that 
these dynasties coexisted, evidently in rivalry with each other. The kinglist may have attempted to 
commemorate the fleeting hegemony of different city states in the region. The survival of multiple copies of the 
kinglist ensures a fairly complete restoration. The chronological record continues with the Larsa Kinglist and 
with the Babylonian Kinglist. The best-preserved copy of the latter, Babylonian Kinglist A, remains very 
fragmentary, and is largely (but incompletely) supplemented from other copies (B and C) and external evidence 
(such as the Assyrian Synchronistic Kinglist). The Assyrian Kinglist is also preserved in three main copies. The 
Assyrian Kinglist A (also called the Nassouhi Kinglist) was long considered the oldest copy on questionable 
grounds; copies B and C appear to be both more complete and more accurate. All Assyrian kinglists are fairly 
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poorly preserved in their early chronological information, which makes it impossible to establish a reasonably 
precise chronology before 1671 BC. 1 

In the presentation below, the Sumerian Kinglist is a composite of the several surviving copies and only a few 
restorations and variants are indicated. In the badly damaged Babylonian Kinglist A restored portions are placed 
in [ ] with indication of the source. There and elsewhere additional information supplied from other sources is 
added in ( ). Dates according to the so-called “Middle Chronology,” which is almost certainly too “high” but is 
conventional in reference works, are added in the left hand margin (the dates for the kings of Akkad are very 
provisional, whereas those for the dynasties of Ur, Isin, Larsa, and Babylon correlate to each other through 
synchronisms and are correct to a year within the given chronological scheme). For this early period, the variant 
chronological schemes are largely based on astronomical matches for a record of observations of Venus from the 
reign of the Babylonian king Ammi-saduqa. Since these recur in longer but irregular (56/64-year) and shorter 
but approximate (8-year) cycles, several variant chronologies continue to be cited. For comparison, the different 
schemes date the sack of Babylon by the Hittites at the end of the reign of Samsu-ditana in 1651 (“High”), 1595 
(“Middle”), 1531 (“Low”), 1499 (“Ultra-Low”), 1 3 and perhaps most plausibly 1547 BC (“Middle-to-Low”). 5 

SUMERIAN KINGLIST 

Antediluvian Kings 

1 Alulim in Eridu, 28,800 yrs. 

2 Alalgar in Eridu, 36,000 yrs. 

3 En-men-lu-ana in Bad-tibira, 43,200 yrs. 

4 En-men-gal-ana in Bad-tibira, 28,800 yrs. 

5 Dumuzi, the Shepherd , in Bad-tibira, 36,000 yrs. 

6 En-sipa-zi-ana in Larak, 28,800 yrs. 

7 En-men-dur-ana in Sippar, 21,000 yrs. 

8 Ubar-Tutu in Suruppak, 18,600 yrs. 

8 kings in 5 cities ruled 241,200 yrs.; then the Flood swept over 

First Dynasty of Kis 

1 Gusur, 1,200 yrs. 

2 Kullasina-bel, 960 yrs. 

3 Nangislisima, 670? yrs. 

4 En-dara-ana, 420 yrs. 3 ms. 3 Vi ds. 

5 Babum, 300 yrs. 

6 Pu’annum, 840 yrs. 

7 Kalibum, 960 yrs. 

8 Kalumum, 840 yrs. 

9 Zuqaqip, 900 yrs. 

I o Atab, 600 yrs. 

II Masda, son of Atab, 840 yrs. 

12 Arwi’um, son of Masda, 720 yrs. 

13 Etana, the Shepherd , who ascended to heaven, 1,500 yrs. 

14 Balih, son of Etana, 400 yrs. 

15 En-me-nuna, 660 yrs. 


1 For the various kinglist traditions see Glassner (1993) and the entries by Edzard and Grayson in Reallexikon 
der Assyriologie, vol. 6, cited below. 

2 Gasche et al. (1998); this chronology improbably assumes the exclusive use of a lunar calendar in Assyria. 

3 Banjevic (2006); this chronology may best correspond to the current state of Dendrochronological research. 
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1 6 Melam-Kis, son of En-me-nuna, 900 yrs. 

17 Barsal-nuna, son of En-me-nuna, 1,100 yrs. 

18 Zamug, son of Barsal-nuna, 140 yrs. 

19 Tizqar, son of Samug, 305 yrs. 

10 Ilku’u, 900 yrs. 

11 Ilta-sadum, 1,100 yrs. 

11 En-me-barage-si, 4 5 who defeated Elam, 900 yrs. 

13 Aga, son of En-me-barage-si, 615 yrs. (defeated by Gilgames of Uruk) 

13 kings ruled 14,510 yrs. 3 ms. 3hi ds. 

First Dynasty of Uruk/E-ana 

1 Mes-ki’-ag-gaser, son of the god Utu, in E-ana, 315 yrs. 

1 Enmekar, son of Mes-ki’-ag-gaser, who built Uruk, 410 yrs. 

3 Lugal-banda, divine, the Shepherd , 1,100 yrs. 

4 Dumuzi, divine, the Fisherman, who captured En-me-barage-si (of Kis), 100 yrs. 

5 Gilgames, 116 yrs. 

6 Ur-Nungal, son of Gilgames, 30 yrs. 

7 Udul-kalama, son of Ur-Nungal, 15 yrs. 

8 La-ba’sum, 9 yrs. 

9 En-nun-dara-ana, 8 yrs. 

I o Mes-he, the Smith, 3 6 yrs. 

II Melam-ana, 6 yrs. 

11 Lugal-kitun, 36 yrs. 

11 kings ruled 1,310 yrs. 

First Dynasty of Ur 5 

1 Mes-ane-pada 6 , 80 yrs. (son of Mes-kalam-dug) 

1 Mes-ki-ag-nuna, son of Mes-ane-pada, 36 yrs. 

3 Elulu, 15 yrs. 

4 Balulu, 36 yrs. 

4 kings ruled 177 yrs. 

Dynasty of Awan 
1 ... yrs. 

1 ...lu? ... yrs. 

3 Kul..., 36 yrs. 

3 kings ruled 356 yrs. 

Second Dynasty of Kis 

1 Susuda, the Fuller, 101+ yrs. 

1 Dadasig, 81 yrs. 

3 Mamagal, the Boatman, 360 yrs. 

4 Kalbum, son of Mamagal, 195 yrs. 

4 The name is preserved in contemporary evidence as Me-barag-si. 

5 Attested in contemporary sources are other kings of Ur, named Mes-kalam-dug, A-kalam-dug, Abarge?, 
Lugalsapada?, Ensagan?, A-imdugud?, Ezi? 

6 Attested in contemporary sources as father of a king of Ur named A-ane-pada, apparently omitted in the list. 
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5 Tuge, 360 yrs. 

6 Men-nuna, 180 yrs. 

7 Enbi-Istar, 190 yrs. 

8 Lugalmu, 360 yrs. 

8 kings ruled 3,195 yrs. 

Dynasty of Hamazi 
1 Hadanis, 360 yrs. 

1 king ruled 360 yrs. 

Second Dynasty of Uruk 

1 En-sakus-ana, 60 yrs. 

1 Lugal-kinise-dudu,? no yrs. 

3 Argandea, 7 yrs. 

Second Dynasty of Ur 
1 Nanni, 54+ yrs. 

1 Mes-ki-ag-Nanna, 48 yrs. 

3 ..., son of Mes-ki-ag-Nanna, 1 yrs. 

3 kings reigned 581 yrs 

Dynasty of Adab 
1 Lugal-ane-mundu, 90 yrs. 

1 king ruled for 90 yrs. 

Dynasty of Mari 
1 Anbu, 30 yrs. 

1 Anba, son of Anbu, 17 yrs. 

3 Bazi, 30 yrs. 

4 Zizi, the Fuller , 20 yrs. 

5 Limer, thegudugpriest, 30 yrs. 

6 Sarrum-iter, 9 yrs. 

6 kings ruled for 136 yrs. 

Third Dynasty of Kis 

1 Ku-Bau, the Tavernkeeper , 100 yrs. (queen) 
1 “king” ruled 100 yrs. 

Dynasty of Aksak 

1 Unzi, 30 yrs. 

2 Undalulu, 12 yrs. 

3 Urur, 6 yrs. 

4 Puzur-Nirah, 20 yrs. 

5 Isu-Il, 24 yrs. 

6 Su-Sin, son of Isu-Il, 7 yrs. 

6 kings ruled 99 yrs. 

7 The name is also found as Lugal-ure. 
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Fourth Dynasty of Kis 



I 

Puzur-Sin, son of Ku-Bau, 15 yrs. 


1 

Ur-Zababa, son of Puzur-Sin, 400 (6 or 7) yrs. (contemporary of Sarru-kin of Akkad) 


3 

Zimudar, 30 yrs. 


4 

Usi-watar, 7 yrs. 


5 

Istar-muti, 11 yrs. 


6 

Isme-Samas, 11 yrs. 8 


7 

Nanniya, the Jeweller , 7 yrs. 

7 kings ruled 491 yrs. 



Third Dynasty of Uruk 


1 

Lugal-zage-si, 15 (34) yrs. (contemporary of Sarru-kin of Akkad) 

1 king ruled 15 (34) yrs. 



Dynasty of Akkade 

(1335-2179?) 

1 

Sarru-kin, cupbearer of Ur-Zababa (of Kis), 54 (56) yrs. (defeated Lugal-zage-si of Uruk) 

(1179—2170?) 

1 

Rimus, son of Sarru-kin, 9 yrs. 

N 

0 

1 

3 

Man-istusu, son of Sarru-kin, 15 yrs. 

(2155-1199?) 

4 

Naram-Sin, son of Man-istusu, 56 yrs. 

(1199-1175?) 

5 

Sar-kali-sarri, son of Naram-Sin, 14 yrs. 

(2175?-?) 

6 

Irgigi, son of Naram-Sin 


7 

Imi 


8 

Nanum 

(? 2172?) 

9 

Ilulu, 9 the four of them (nos. 6-9) ruled for 3 yrs. 

(1172—1151?) 

10 

Dudu, 11 yrs. 

(1151—1136?) 

11 

Su-Durul, son of Dudu, 15 yrs. 

11 kings ruled 197 yrs. 



Fourth Dynasty of Uruk 10 


1 

Ur-nigin, 7 yrs. 


1 

Ur-gigir, son of Ur-nigin, 6 yrs. 


3 

Kuda, 6 yrs. 


4 

Puzur-ill, 5 yrs. 


5 

Ur-Utu, 11 son of Ur-gigir 6 yrs. 

5 kings ruled 3 0 yrs. 



Horde of Gutium 11 


1 

Nibia (i.e., “no king”?), 5 yrs. 


1 

Imta?, 3? yrs. 15 


8 A variant version of the kinglist adds Su-ilisu (15 yrs.) as the successor of Isme-Samas. 

9 Possibly attested as Eluldan, but both the name and the identification are uncertain. 

10 A variant tradition gives Ur-nigin (30 yrs.), Ur-gigir (7 yrs.), Ur-Utu (15 yrs.). 

11 A variant version names him Lugal-melam. 

12 A Gutian king Sarlak was defeated by Sar-kalli-sarri of Akkad; he may or may not be the same as Zarlagaba. 

13 Probably not identical with the Gutian king Erridu-pizir, son of Enrida-pizir, attested in monuments, as 
Erridu-pizir ruled Akkade and is likely to belong at a later stage of the Gutian dynasty. 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
1i 

1 3 

14 

15 

16 

1 7 

18 
i9 
10 
u 


(1113—1095) 1 

(1095-1047) 1 
(1047-1038) 3 
(1038—1019) 4 
(1019—1004) 5 


(1018—1985) 1 
(1985-1975) 1 
(1975-1954) 3 

(1954-1935) 4 
(1935-1914) 5 

(1914—1896) 6 
(1896-1874) 7 
(1874—1869) 8 
(1869—1861) 9 
(1861) 10 


Inkisus, 6 (7) yrs. 

Zarlagaba, 6 yrs. 

Sulme (or Yarlagas?), 6 yrs. 

Silulumes, 6 (7) yrs. 

Inimabakes, 5 yrs. 14 
Iges’a’us, 6 yrs . 1 5 
Yarlagab, 15 yrs. 

Ibate, 3 yrs. 

Yarla, 3 yrs. 

Kurum, 1 (3) yr(s). 

Apil-kin, 3 yrs. 

La-erabum, 1 yrs. 

Irarum, 1 yrs. 

Ibranum, 1 yr. 

Hablum, 1 yrs. 

Puzur-Sin, son of Hablum, 7 yrs. 

Yarlaganda, 7 yrs. 

[Si’um], 7 yrs. 

Tirigan, 40 ds. (defeated by Utu-hegal of Uruk) 

11 kings (sic) ruled for 91 yrs 40 ds. 

Fifth Dynasty of Uruk 

Utu-hegal, 7 yrs. 6 ds. (defeated Tirigan) 

1 king ruled 7 yrs. 6 ds. 

Third Dynasty of Ur 

Ur-Namma, 18 yrs. (brother? of Utu-hegal of Uruk) 
Sulgi, divine, son of Ur-Namma, 46 yrs. 

Amar-Sin, divine, son of Sulgi, 9 yrs. 

Su-Sin, son of Amar-Sin, 9 yrs. 

Ibbi-Sin, son of Su-Sin, 15 yrs. 

5 kings ruled 108 yrs. 

First Dynasty of Isin 

Isbi-Erra, 33 yrs. (rebelled against Ibbi-Sin of Ur) 
Su-ilisu, divine, son of Isbi-Erra, 10 yrs. 

Iddin-Dagan, son of Su-ilisu, 11 yrs. 

Isme-Dagan, son of Iddin-Dagan, 10 yrs. 

Lipit-Istar, divine, son of Isme-Dagan, 11 yrs. 
Ur-Ninurta, divine, 18 yrs. 

Bur-Sin, divine, son of Ur-Ninurta, 11 yrs. 
Lipit-Enlil, divine, son of Bur-Sin, 5 yrs. 

Erra-imittI, divine?, 8 yrs. 

Ikun-pi-Istar, 6 ms. lS 


14 A variant tradition gives Duga, 6 yrs. 

15 A variant tradition gives Ilu-an, 3 yrs. 

16 In variant traditions often omitted. 
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(1861—1837)11 Enlil-bani, 14 yrs. 

(1837—1834) 11 Zambiya, divine, 3 yrs. 

(1834—1831) 13 Iter-pisa, divine, 4 yrs. 

(1831 — 1818) 14 Ur-dukuga, divine, 4 yrs. 

(1818 — 1817) 15 Sin-magir, 11 yrs. 

(1817—1794) 16 Damiq-ilisu, 13 yrs. (deposed by Rim-Sin ofLarsa) 

16 kings for 115 yrs. 6 ms. 

LARSA KINGLIST 

Dynasty of Larsa 

(1016—1005) 1 Naplanum, 11 yrs. 

(1005 — 1977) 1 Iemsium, 18 yrs. 

( J 977 —1 94 1 ) 3 Samium, 35 yrs. 

(1941—1933) 4 Zabaya, 9 yrs. (son of Samium) 

( 1 9 3 3 —1906) 5 Gungunum, 17 yrs. (son of Samium) 

(1906—1895) 6 Abi-sare, 11 yrs. 

(1895 —1866) 7 Sumu-El, 19 yrs. 

(1866—1850) 8 Nur-Adad, 16 yrs. 

(1850—1843) 9 Sin-iddinam, 7 yrs. (son of Nur-Adad) 

(1843 — 1841) 10 Sin-iribam, 1 yrs. (son of Gaes-rabi) 

(1841 — 1836) 11 Sin-iqisam, 5 yrs. (son of Sin-iribam) 

(1836—1835) 11 Silll-Adad, 1 yr. (son of Nur-Adad?) 

(1835 — 1813) 13 Warad-Sin, 11 yrs. (son of Kudur-mabuk, son of Simti-silhak) 

(1813 — 1763) 14 Rim-Sin, 60 yrs. (brother ofWarad-Sin) (deposed by Hammu-rapi of Babylon) 

(1763 — 1750) 15 Hammu-rapi of Babylon, 13 yrs. (son of Sin-muballit of Babylon) 

(1750—1738) 16 Samsu-iluna of Babylon, 11 yrs. (son of Hammu-rapi) 

total, 189 yrs. (down to Year 11 of Samsu-iluna 17 ) 

BABYLONIAN KINGLIST - 8 

Amorite (Amurru) Dynasty ■» 

(1895 — 1881) [1 Sumu-abum, 14 {15} yrs. (son of Dadu-banaya)] 

(1881 — 1845) [1 Sumu-la-El, 36 {3 5} yrs. (son of Sumu-abum)] 

(1845 — 1831) [3 Sabium, son (of Sumu-la-El), 14 yrs.] 

(1831 — 1813) [4 Apil-Sin, son (of Sabium), 18 yrs.] 

(1813 — 1793) [5 Sin-muballit, son (of Apil-Sin), 10 {30} yrs.] 

(t793 — 1750) [6 Hammu-rapi, son (of Sin-muballit), 43 {55} yrs.] 

(1750—1711) [7 Samsu-iluna, son (of Hammu-rapi), 38 {3 5} yrs.] 

(1711—1684) [8 Abi-esuh, son (of Samsu-iluna), 18 {15} yrs.] 

(1684—1647) [9 Amml-ditana, son (of Abi-esuh), 18 {15} yrs.] 

(1647—1616) [10 Amml-saduqa, son (of Amml-ditana), 11 yrs.] 

17 This is probably just the regnal year in which the kinglist was composed. 

18 The longest preserved copy is Kinglist A, with some of the gaps supplemented from other sources as noted. 

19 This dynasty is almost entirely lost in the Babylonian Kinglist A and the list is restored on the basis of the 
Babylonian Kinglist B, which contains the correct succession of rulers, but often erroneous reign-lengths, here 
shown in { }; the correct reign-lengths have been supplied from the year-name formulae and their lists. 
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(1616-1595) [n 


1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 


1 

1 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


Samsu-ditana, son (of Ammi-saduqa), 31 yrs. (deposed by Mursili I of Hatti)] 

11 kings [ruled for 300 yrs.] 

First Dynasty of the Sealand 10 

Ilimafn], 60? yrs. (rebelled against Samsu-iluna of Babylon) 

Itti-ili-[nlbl], 56? yrs. 

Damiq-ili[su], 16? yrs. 

Iskibafl], 15 yrs. 

Sussi, brother (of Iskibal), 14 yrs. 

Gulkifsar], 55 yrs. 11 

Pesgal-[daramas], son (of Gulkisar), 50 yrs. 

A-dara-[kalama], son (of Pesgal-daramas), 18 yrs. 

Ekur-du-[ana], 16 yrs. 

Melam-kur-[kura], 7 yrs. 

Ea-ga[mil], 9 yrs. (defeated by Ulam-Burias, son of Burna-Burias I of the Kassites) 
11 kings ruled for 368 yrs. 

Kassite (Kassu) Dynasty 11 
Gandas, 16 yrs. 

Agum I, son (of Gandas), 11 yrs. 

Kastiliasu (I), 11 yrs. (son of Agum I) 

[Us]si, son (of Kastiliasu I), 8? yrs. 1 * 

Abi-Ratas 14 (son of Kastiliasu I) 

Tazzigurumas 1 * (son of Abi-Ratas) 

[Harba-Sipak] 

[Siptaulzi?] 

[Aggu...?] 

[Burna-Burias I] 


20 The names are supplemented from the Babylonian Kinglist B and the Assyrian Synchronistic Kinglist. 

21 The Assyrian Synchronistic Kinglist places a certain GlS-EN between Gulkisar and Pesgal-daramas. 

22 The Babylonian Kinglist A listed 36 Kassite kings, but the names of nos. 7-13 are completely lost; the list is 
partly supplemented from the Assyrian Synchronistic Kinglist, which partly preserves nos. 7-10. The 
contemporary sources and later chronicles indicate that nos. 11-13 should include some or all of the following: 
Kastiliasu III, Ulam-Burias, Agum III, Kara-Indas I, Kadasman-Harbe I, Kurigalzu I, Kadasman-Enlil I, Burna- 
Burias II, Kara-Indas II, Kadasman-Harbe II, and Nazi-Bugas/Suzigas. The preserved reign-lengths for nos. 11- 
15 make attribution to Kuri-galzu II, Nazi-Maruttas, Kadasman-Turgu, and Kadasman-Enlil virtually certain. 

23 This reign is omitted in the Assyrian Synchronistic Kinglist. 

24 The Assyrian Synchronistic Kinglist places Kastiliasu II between Abi-Ratas and Tazzigurumas. 

2 ’ Agum II, son of Tazzigurumas, is apparently omitted, unless his name is spelled unusually at no. 9 in the list. 
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19 

20 

21 

(1333—1308) 11 
(1308—1182) 13 
(1181—1164) 14 
(1164-1155) 15 
(1155—1146) 16 
(1146-1133) 27 
(1233—1115) 18 
(1115—1114) 19 
(1114—1113) 30 
(1123—1117) 31 
(1117—1187) 31 
(1187-1172) 33 
(1172-1159) 34 
(1159-1158) 35 
(1158-1155) 36 


(1158—1140) 1 

(1140—1132) 1 
(1131—1116) 3 
(1116—1104) 4 
(1104—1100) 5 

(1100—1081) 6 
(1081—1069) 7 
(1069—1047) 8 
(1047-1046) 9 
(1046—1034) 10 
(1034—1016) 11 


(1016—1008) 1 
(1008) 1 
(1008—1005) 3 


(1005—988) 1 
(988-985) 1 


[Kuri-galzu (II)], 15? yrs. (son of Burna-Burias II) (enthroned by Assur-uballit I of Assyria) 
[Nazi-Maruttas], 16 yrs. (son of Kuri-galzu II) 16 
Kfadasman-Turgu], 18? yrs (son of Nazi-Maruttas) 

Kadasfman-Enlil (III)], 10+ yrs. (son of Kadasman-Turgu) 

Kudufr-Enlil, so]n (of Kadasman-Enlil), 6 yrs. 17 
Sagarakti-[Surias, s]on (of Kudur-Enlil), 13 yrs. 

Kastil[iasu] (IV), son (of Sagarakti-Surias), 8 yrs. (deposed by Tukulti-Ninurta I of Assyria) 
Enlil-nadin-sumi, 1 yr. 6 ms. 

Kadasman-Harbe (III), 1 yr. 6 ms. 

Adad-suma-idd[ina], 6 yrs. 

Adad-suma-usur, 30 yrs. (son of Kastiliasu IV) 

Meli-Sipak, 15 yrs. (son of Adad-suma-usur) 

Marduk-apla-iddina (I), son (of Meli-Sipak), 13 yrs. 

Zababa-suma-iddina, 1 yr. 

Enlil-nadin-ahi, 3 yrs. 

36 kings ruled for 576 yrs. 9 ms. 

Second Dynasty of Isin 18 
Mar[duk]-k[abit-ahhesu], 17? yrs. 

I[tti-Marduk-balatu], 8? yrs. (son of Marduk-kabit-ahhesu) 

[Ninurta-nadin-sumi, 6 yrs.] 

[Nabu-kudurri-usur (I), 12 yrs.] (son of Ninurta-nadin-sumi) 

[Enlil-nadin-apli, son (of Nabu-kudurri-usur I) 4 yrs.] 

[Marduk-nadin-ahhe, 18 yrs.] (son of Ninurta-nadin-sumi) 

[Marduk-sapik-zeri, 13 yrs.] (son of Marduk-nadin-ahhe) 

[Adad-apla-iddina], 12 yrs. (son of Esagil-saduni) 

Marduk-ahhe-eriba, 1 yr. 6 ms. 

Marduk-zer..., 11 yrs. 

Nabu-sumu-libur, 8 yrs. 

11 kings ruled 132 yrs. 6 ms. 

Second Dynasty of the Sealand 
Simbar-Si[pak], 18 yrs. (son ofEriba-Sin) 

Ea-mukin-[zeri], 5 ms. 

Kassu-nadin-ahhe, 3 yrs. (son of Sapaya) 

3 kings ruled for 11 yrs. 5 ms. 

Dynasty of Basa 
E-eulmas-sakin-sumi, 17 yrs. 

Ninurta-kudurri-[usur] (I), 3 yrs. 


26 Another Kadasman-Enlil (II) seems to have reigned between Nazi-Maruttas and Kadasman-Turgu. 

27 Contemporary evidence shows the reign ended in Year 9. 

28 The badly damaged section of the Babylonian Kinglist A is supplemented on the basis of the Babylonian 
Kinglist C, the Assyrian Synchronistic Kinglist and other sources. 
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(985) 3 


(985-979) 1 

(979-943) 1 
(943) 2. 

(943-?) 3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

?—813 8 

813—811 9 


2-7 

18 

2-9 

30 

31 

31 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

(?—1815) 38 
(1815-1781) 39 


Siriktu-Suqamu[na], 3 ms. (brother of Ninurta-kudurri-usur I) 

3 kings ruled for 10 yrs. 3 ms. 

Elamite Dynasty 

Mar-b[lti-apla-usur], 6 yrs. 

Dynasty of E 

[Nabu-mukin-apli], 36 yrs. 

Ninurta-kudurri-usur (II), 8 ms. (son of Nabu-mukin-apli) 

Mar-biti-ahhe-iddina (son of Nabu-mukin-apli) 

Samas-mudammiq 
Nabu-suma-ukln (I) 

Nabu-apla-iddina (son of Nabu-suma-ukln I) 

Marduk-zakir-sumi (I) (son of Nabu-apla-iddina) 

Marduk-balatsu-iqbi (son of Marduk-zakir-sumi I) (deposed by Samsi-Adad V of Assyria) 
Baba-aha-iddina (son of Lidanu) (deposed by Samsi-Adad V of Assyria) 

(temporary Assyrian occupation before re-assertion of independence) l s> 

ASSYRIAN KINGLIST 

Ancestors of Samsi-Adad 1 } 

Sulili 

Kikkia 

Akia 

Puzur-Assur (I) 

Salim-ahum (son of Puzur-Assur I) 

Ilu-suma (son of Salim-ahum) 

6 kings (nos. 17-32) whose eponyms are unknown 
Erisum (I), son of Ilu-suma’ 0 
Ikunum, son of Erisum (I) 

Sarru-kln (I), son of Ikunum 
Puzur-Assur (II), son of Sarru-kln (I) 

Naram-Sin, son of Puzur-Assur (II) 

Erisum (II), son of Naram-Sin, deposed by Samsi-Adad (I) 

Samsi-Adad (I), son of Ila-kabkabu (ofTerqa), 33 yrs.’ 1 


29 Sections covering the period 811—f.770 BC do not survive in any kinglist. In this period the kings of Assyria 
may have taken the throne, perhaps indirectly reflected in a chronicle statement that for some time “there was 
no king in the land,” after which a series of Babylonian kings, some of them of Chaldaean (Kaldu) origin, 
reappeared, including Ninurta-[apla?]..., Madruk-bel-zeri, Marduk-apla-usur, and Eriba-Marduk, who was on the 
throne by 769 BC. With him Kinglist A and other documents are preserved, and Babylonian royal chronology 
after 748 BC is fully known. See the list of rulers of Assyria and Babylonia. 

30 Lists and attestations of eponyms show that nos. 33-38 reigned for a total of 166 years. If we accept the 
traditional sequence and duration of nos. 39-47 as presented in the canonical kinglists, no. 33 would come to 
throne in 1916 BC, 145 years before Bel-bani. However, the reign-lengths of nos. 40 and 41-47 are problematic, 
and some 4 kings seem to have been edited out or omitted from the canonical kinglists between 40 and 41, 
making that calculation entirely unreliable. 

31 Recent publications often give the Middle Chronology dates for Samsi-Adad I as 1809—1776 BC on the 
assumption that he died the same year when his son Yasmah-Adad lost control of Mari; however, the use of 
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(1781-?) 40 
[a 
[b 
[c 
[d 
41 
42. 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 


Isme-Dagan (I), son of SamsI-Adad (I), 40 yrs. 52 - 
Mut-Askur (son of Isme-Dagan I)]’’ 

Remu...] 

Aslnum] 54 

Puzur-Sin, son of Assur-bel-same] 

Assur-dugul, son of “nobody,” 6 yrs. 

Assur-apla-idi 

Nasir-Sin 

Sin-namir 

Ipqi-Istar 

Adad-salulu 

Adasi 

6 kings (nos. 41-47), sons of “nobody,” ruled at the start of Assur-dugul’s tuppu « 
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Assyrian eponyms in Mari documents beyond Samsi-Adad’s death seems to disprove this assumption: Whiting 
(1990). 

32 Contemporary evidence suggests that Isme-Dagan I may have died shortly after his Year 10. 

33 Mut-Askur, known from contemporary evidence as the son of Isme-Dagan I, and Remu... appear as successors 
of Isme-Dagan I in at least one Assyrian Kinglist fragment (VAT 9811). 

34 Aslnum, a descendant of SamsI-Adad I, and his native Assyrian supplanter Puzur-Sin are documented in a 
contemporary source but not listed in any of the traditional kinglists. 

35 Nos. 41-47 can perhaps be re-interpreted as Assur-dugul’s 6 eponyms; the kinglist then continues with no. 48, 
Bel-bani, son of Adasi, who may be dated with reasonable certainty to 1671 —1661 BC. See the list of rulers of 
Assyria and Babylonia. 



